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Heather currently serves as State Senator for Illinois’ 7th district.  Previously she served as the Director 
for Economic Development of the Civic Committee.  Prior to joining the Civic Committee, Heather served 
as Assistant to the CEO of LaSalle National Bank, as strategic planner for the Chicago Public Schools, 
and as the Budget Director for Department of Industry, Labor and Human Relations in Wisconsin.  
Heather also serves on the board of her family foundation working in the North Lawndale neighborhood in 
Chicago.  Until election as State Senator, Heather also served on the Boards of WBEZ Chicago Public 
Radio, The Erikson Institute, Harborquest and Francis W. Parker School.  Heather received her 
undergraduate degree in Urban Policy from Princeton University and a master’s degree in public policy 
from the Kennedy School of Government at Harvard.  Heather is married to Leo Smith and has 3 
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